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INTRODUCTION 


Nearly 150 years ago, in 1876, OneHa Nuyinka (Olena Pchilka) presented her notable volume on Ukrainian folk 
patterns, YkpaiHceKut HapodHud OopHameHm: euwueKuU, MKaHuHU, nucaHku (Ukrainian Folk Ornament: Embroidery, 
Fabrics, Easter Eggs), winning the first grand prix at the 1st World Exhibition in Paris. 


Olena Pchilka was the pen name of Olha Petrivna Kosach (1849-1930), a Ukrainian publisher, author, ethnographer, 
interpreter, social and cultural activist, and research fellow of the Pan-Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. 


Although the Ukrainian folk ornament book was republished five times during Kosach’s lifetime, only the first edition 
includes a foreword that provides information about traditional Ukrainian embroidery and has explanations of the 
symbols and ornaments on each page of the album. As a result of her scholarship, she was able to clearly distinguish 
between Ukrainian and Russian ornamentation, noting the typical geometric patterns of Ukrainian embroidery, many of 
which displayed protective charms. 


The earliest embroidery was done using red thread on white fabric. The early red colors were created using 
marjoram or cochineal. Occasionally there was some blue or gray but true black dye was not available until the later 
1800s. Additional natural dyes provided yellow-browns and various gray-green tones. Later introduction of aniline dyes 
encouraged embroidery artists to branch out into highly colorful work. 


Although no known complete copy of the original volume currently exists, a suffienent number partial texts were 
able to be identified and consulted to enable an modern reproduction of YkpaiHcbKui HAapOAHUM OPHaMeHT: BULUUBKM, 
TKAaHUHN, MMcaHKM IN 2010 : YkpaiHcbKUM HapOAHUNM OPHaMeHT: BULUMBKU, TKAHUHY, MMCaHKU : 3i6pana Onbra NetpisHa 
Kocau-f|paromaHosa (Onena Nuinka), Bun. VIll / Bctyn. ct. H. CraweHKo, yKiag.: B. Kom3tox, H. Mywkap. - Kopeb : 
KoBesbCbKa MiCbKa apyKapHa, 2010. - 36c. : 33 in. - 300 npum. 8. 

In 2018, amore comprehensive reprint was made available. Unfortunately, both editions had relatively small print runs 
and a copy may be difficult to obtain. 


The version of Kosach’s work provided here is not a reprint; it is a version only the embroidery elements which are 
sorted by size, not by technique. The images were found from a variety of websites and transcribed to fit the format of 
this publication. 


| sincerely recommend looking at least one of the Ukrainian editions if you can find one. They are beautiful and 
interesting works. 
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Bands - Height 4 to 5 
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Bands - Height 6 
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Bands - Height 7 
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Bands - Height 8 
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Bands - Height 9 
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Bands - Height 9 
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Bands - Height 10 
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Bands - Height 45 
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Bands - Height 47 
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Bands - Height 47 
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Bands - Height 73 
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Bands - Diagonal 
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Corners and Frames 


* 
aaa 
aan 
gRBE® 
EERE EEEERERE EERE UCU 
BEREEEEEEEEEEEEEE 6 EG 
 ™. JAN. 4S AN. AN. 4S. CN. 4S. 4%. 4%. 4%. 4% 4% 4%. 4 ERR RERREEE Bee 
av | iY An 9 A, Y se, Y A, © A, Y A, © A, © A, Y A, © A Y A.) AY caer 
A DESH QSPRS Dee a Cee 
Sa edededels lelslslol: lelels ~ 
. 


(sillell elk alleca Raed 
¢ Gann RaSERRRD 
_B BERR PRR Pee a Jj)! lUUUC[Lhrha 
GE RE RSR REA EE REPRE RRR ASSERT PSR PERERA RES CRRA CRESS ERR SRE 6llLlCU 
>: MP fe ee fe ee te be ee pe fe ee be pe ee eet epee eee. > = oe 
Sa 808 REaue oe = 





Ukrainian Folk Embroidery Patterns 60 


Corners and Frames 
A a a a Ee af 
fal a io oy ia ee 
.—=sli ist ITTtClhC i‘ mvamMmD «6ULLlUCé«Ci 
ee 
Mn Tepapel 





Ukrainian Folk Embroidery Patterns 61 


Corners and Frames 
CA Ri a a OR i ee, a ao Tee on Be i a a oe a oe Bee ee Oe Po Bo a 
|  8S&&btFh 8 & | sen foe ei eaitenRtitint fm ith $$ = | | 





Ukrainian Folk Embroidery Patterns 62 


Corners and Frames 
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Blocks and M edallions 
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Blocks and M edallions 
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Blocks and M edallions 
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